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�

Foreword 
����

�������Sanghamitra wishes everyone a happy, prosperous, healthy, memorable 
new year and wishes for Pongal also. In one year, Sanghamitra English 
version gained many well wishers and readers. Sanghamitra is glad that 
many readers are interested in problem solving techniques and puzzles. 
Sanghamitra team is receiving tons of mails filled with new year greetings 
and requests for new articles. We thank all those who sent mails with wishes 
and feedback. 
 

        Sanghamitra received lots of mails regarding the cover page, 
Medhavadhanam, Kids’ corner, Salutation to your solution etc. Sanghamitra 
started an article ‘Words Of Wisdom’ in this issue and planning to start 
‘Mathematrix’ and ‘Noted personalities in history’ etc in the next issue. If 
you wish to extend your hand, please send mail to . 
 

        We received calls from different parts of US for Vedic Mathematics 
classes. Due to time constraint we couldn’t make it in 2008. We are going to 
share this knowledge in 2009. Most of the readers might have passed some 
resolutions for 2009. Hope you achieve the goal and succeed in all the best 
things you attempt. Sanghamitra is focusing on Vedic Mathematics this year. 
 

        Sanghamitra want to focus on meditation and peaceful living this year. 
Many countries in the world are raging war, violence is taking over peace, 
out of greed everyone is after money and giving up the basic human values. 
Sharing and Caring are getting limited to stories and movies. Each and every 
individual should come forward and share the excess food, clothing and 
other basic needs. We need to remember Mohan Das K. Gandhi’s words in 
this context “You should be the change that you want to see in the world”. 
 

       Let us meet again in the next issue due in April. 
 
                                                                                -Sanghamitra Team. 
 
�
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Importance of Pongal. 
 

 

      Seeing the cover picture, you 
might have gone into vacation 
mood. Am I right? But, some thing 
special about the picture. Sun rise 
takes place everyday, but Sankranti 
day (January 14th or 15th) the sun 
rise is different, where Sun’s 
direction is changed. Sankranti (in 
Andhra Pradesh), also known as 
Pongal (in Tamilnadu), Khichiri (in 
Uttar Pradesh), Maghi (in Punjab), 
Sakarat (in Madhya Pradesh), 
Bhogali Bihu (in Assam) is a  
festival  celebrated on the day when 

Sun enters into Capricorn from Sagittarius, during the winter solstice in the northern 
hemisphere. Six months starting from this date is called ‘Uttarayana’ and the following six 
months is called ‘Dakshinayana’. Uttarayana is believed to be the day time for ‘Devatas’ 
and thus it is auspicious time. 
 
        Most of the places it is celebrated as harvest festival. Fresh crop arrives home, the 
grains & pulses are boiled in milk, butter is added and offered to Sun. Prayers are offered 
to Sun god requesting him to bless knowledge and wisdom. Remembering ancestors, 
Annadana (food donation) is done on this day. Seeking blessings from elders is very 
common. Donations are given generously to needy people. Usually elder family members 
bless the youngers and provide gifts. 
 

       There is another belief from Mahabharata, Bheesmacharya (having boon of Iccha-
mrityu) stayed on ‘bed of arrows’ awaiting this auspicious day and left his body during 
‘Uttarayana’. Puranas say that Sun visits the house of his son Shani, who is the master of 
Capricorn. Sun and Shani do not get along nicely, but Sun meets his son on this day, 
which denotes the importance of father-son relation.. 
 

       All of us know Ocean is made of so many water droplets. Similarly if everyone 
contributes a penny from their income and spends it for the welfare of less previleged, the 
world will be different. But, it will not happen overnight. A thousand mile walk also 
begins with a single step. So let us take that first step. Let us make this as our resolution 
for this new year 2009. 
 

       Let us all wish for a peaceful world! Let us all work for a better world where every 
one gets enough Food, Clothes and Shelter. Let us become friends of our society, 
Sanghamitra. Wishing you all a happy new year. 
 

     - SuSri. 
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Words of Wisdom 

Take Initiative 
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Your Questions – Our Answers 
 
Ramesh Kalapatapu, Dallas, TX. 
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• Thank you very much Mr. Ramesh for letting us know the mistake. We corrected the 
mistake immediately after seeing your mail. We once again appreciate your interest. We 
are planning to introduce few more new articles for your entertainment as well as 
knowledge. Stay tuned! 

  

                 ***                                      ***                                          *** 
Raghava Rao Mandava, Chicago, IL. 
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• Thank you very much for your suggestion Raghava Rao garu. We will certainly consider 
your suggestion. In fact, we are thinking in those lines, but due to lack of work force it is 
getting delayed.  

 

                 ***                                      ***                                          *** 
Anant Karanam, Cupertino, CA. 
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• Thank you very much for your interest and we are glad you liked those articles. 
 

                ***                                      ***                                          *** 
 

Rating of articles based on the readers’ letters: 
1. Mathematrix (37%) 
2. Kid’s corner (32%) 
3. Salutation to your Solution (11%) 

  Followed by Jokes and Cover Story. 
 

We are glad to see lots of  mails requesting Mathematrix. Sanghamitra proudly announces 
resuming of Mathematrix in April issue. Stay tuned! 
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Smile if you wish 
 

Joke! 
 

Ram    : Shyam! I heard a new joke last week. I do not remember whether I told you. 

Shyam: Was it funny? 

Ram    : Yes! 
Shyam: Then, you didn’t. 
Ram    : ??? ���� 

 

Parachutist! 
Parachutist      : (With a smile on his face for winning the sky diving gold). 
News Reporter: What made you take up the sport of sky diving? 
Parachutist      : A four engine aircraft with three dead engines. 
News Reporter: ���� 

 

Crash course! 
Candidate    : Sir! I would like to learn flying. 
Flight school: Sure! Can you please enter the information in this form? 
Candidate    : (While filling, he finds 1 year training or 6 months training class) 
                        Sir! I want to learn it in few days, in the worst case within a week. 
Flight School: Sorry sir! We are not offering any ‘Crash course’. 
Candidate     : Crash Course! I am not willing to take either ���� 

 

  Legs are not empty! 
A teacher was explaining about the circulation of the blood.  
Teacher : Class, if I stood on my head, the blood, as you know, would run into it, and I 

would turn red in the face. 
Ravi       : Yes! 
Teacher : Why is it that while I am standing upright in the ordinary position the blood 

doesn’t run into my feet?  
Ravi       : Because … because your feet are not emply! 
Teacher : ���� 

 

Dog steals! 
A teacher wanted to explaining about heat energy and trying to get the word ‘heat’ from 
students. 
Teacher : Students! Let us learn a new topic today. Answer my questions? 
Students: Yes, Teacher! 
Teacher : Suppose you took a small bowl of butter and put it in Sun, what happens? 
(expecting an answer saying ‘butter melts’,  latter to explain that it is because of heat.) 
Student  : Dog steals away the bowl. 
Teacher : ���� 

 

Let us see some more jokes in next issue. Till then, Good Bye! 
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Salutation to your solution! 
- Sudhakar Attili. 

 

1. In an equilateral triangle, lines are drawn from each vertex to the opposite side to a 
point trisecting the side. Now there are 7 segments. It is found that the area of each 
segment is a multiple of 1/21 of the total area. Can you give the proportional area of 
each segment? 

 

2. Find the value of {2 – 4 + 6 – 8 + 10 – 12 + … up to 198}. 
  

3. Find the next number in the patterns below 
 

    (a) 60, 90, 108, 120, 128.571428, 135, 140, ? 
    (b) 3, 7, 15, 31, 63, ? 
 

4. There were three thieves who stole whole lot of money from a bank. They could not 
count the money at that hour, so they decided to go to bed. The first thief woke up 
after some time, he was genuine enough to divide the whole money into 3 equal parts 
and leaving the 2 parts in its location. The second thief got up after some time, (like 
minded people only can work together) he divided the money into 3 equal parts and 
left the 2 parts. Then the third thief got up and took his one part leaving the other two 
parts. When they got up in the morning they divided the money into three equal parts 
and took their parts. By doing this they got the money in a ratio 35: 26: 20. The total 
amount and the individual amounts are exactly in thousands. Can you tell the money 
they stole in the beginning? 

 

5. A person is driving a car with a velocity of 12.8 ft/sec. He sees a person crossing the 
road 6 yards away. He applies brakes at a deceleration of 16 ft/sec2. Can he be able 
to stop the car without hitting the pedestrian? 

 

You can send your answers either by post or by e-mail to the below address on or before 
March 15th. 
 

Mailing Address: 
Editor, Sanghamitra, 

  

.
e-mail :   
 

Can you figure out? 
A car number plate shows MKY MOUZ. What does that mean? 

See the answer with a magnifying glass here �   
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Special 2009 
- Sreenivasa Rao Ainapurapu. 

 

       Every year is special by itself. Let us analyze a bit about it. Probably it might make 
you think in the similar lines. If you some number next time, you certainly tweak it and 
see you can find something special about it.  
 

       Consider 2008, it is having factors 1, 2, 4, 8, 251, 502, 1004 and 2008. First 4 factors 
(1, 2, 4 and 8) and Last 4 factors (251, 502, 1004 and 2008) are in geometric progression. 
The number 2008 also can be written as sum of cubes of three different numbers 4, 6 and 
12, i.e., 2008 = 43 + 63 + 123. 
 
       What about 2009? Come up with something.  
 
       Here is my thought. This number can be written as sum of the cubes of 4 different 
numbers, in two different ways.  
 

                                     2009 = 13 + 43 + 63 + 123. 
                                     2009 = 43 + 63 + 93 + 103. 
 

       It is having 6 factors including 1 and the number itself. 
       Factors of 2009 : 1, 7, 41, 49, 287, 2009, prime factors being 7 and 41. 
 

       If 2009 is converted into Octal system (Base 8), it is 3731, which is equal to 
       11111011001 in binary system. 
 

       2009 is sum of two consecutive numbers 1004 and 1005. 
 

       2009 can be written as the sum of squares of three numbers like shown below. 
                                                  2009 = 32 + 82 + 442. 
                                                  2009 = 42 + 122 + 432. 
                                                  2009 = 72 + 142 + 422. 
                                                  2009 = 32 + 202 + 402. 
                                                  2009 = 22 + 222 + 392. 
                                                  2009 = 62 + 232 + 382. 
                                                  2009 = 82 + 242 + 372. 
                                                  2009 = 182 + 232 + 342. 
                                                  2009 = 122 + 292 + 322. 
                                                  2009 = 162 + 272 + 322. 
                                                  2009 = 222 + 252 + 302. 
 

      2009 can be written in another way 1 + 2 + 34 + 4 + 54 + 64. 
 

      We can find many more interesting things if we analyze the numbers. 
 

Numbers are fun! Keep watching the numbers and play. 
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Kids’ Corner 
                                                                                                         - Sudhakar Attili. 
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Cross Word for kids 
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Sanghamitra                           Question Gallery                  January 2009 Issue 

Question Gallery 
 

                                                                  - Sreenivasa Rao Ainapurapu. 
 

1. What is known by the nickname ‘Sorrow of China’? 
2. Who wrote ‘Alice in wonderland’? 
3. Where is ‘Danyub’ river located? 
4. What is ‘Etna’? Where is it located? 
5. What is the capital of the country ‘Lebanon’? 
6. What is the use of ‘Calorimeter’? 
7. How many radians angle is equal to 900? 
8. What is the symbol for Thorium? 
9. In which area ‘R.K.Narayan’ is know for? 
10. In which subject do we use the word ‘Cosecant’? 

  

You can send your answers either by postal mail or e-mail to the below 
address on or before March 15th. 
 

Mailing address : 
Editor, Sanghamitra, 

  

. 
 

 or 
  

 
Cows Vs. Sheep! 

We all know Jesus was born as a shepherd and Krishna was born 
as a cowherd. Both of them are enlightened beings. Suppose if 
they meet each other, they shake hands and the place glows with 
energy. Masters are embodiment of existential energy (god 
himself) and they show compassion towards every creature no 
matter what it is. 
 

But the cows and sheep (so called disciples) always fight! They 
should understand that the ultimate goal of all masters is same, to 
keep the universe peaceful and blissful. They adopt different 
paths. That’s all!   
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Sanghamitra�����������������������Concluding word�������������������January 2009 Issue 
 

 
Concluding word 

 

Dear readers,�
�

�����Sanghamitra wishes you all a happy, prosperous, healthy and blissful new year 
2009 (See the importance of the year in Special 2009 article). Now we are 
realizing the importance of time management after seeing so many letters asking 
for new articles and more number of pages. We are working hard to satisfy 
majority of the readers. We are starting a new article Words of Wisdom (You 
should say WOW! after reading it) with the blessings of Didiji, founder of Radha 
Madhav Society. ‘Mathematrix’ is going to amaze you starting April issue. 
 
     We request you to send articles either a science article, news article, about 
culture or anything that you think is useful for the readers. Send any articles or 
your feedback to� ��
�

�����We are working on giving prizes to winners by contacting friends’ network. 
Send your answers before March 15th either by E-mail or Postal mail. Encourage 
your kids to do Kids’ Xword and other challenges. Tell your friends about 
Sanghamitra. 
�

Note ��Answers should be sent on or before March 15th.�

�

�����������������������������������������������������������������������Sanghamitra Team��
Our Address���please note the change)�
������Editor, 
��������Sanghamitra� 
��������  
        
��������Saint Louis� 
��������  
 
Phone :  
 
E-mail � 
������  
                   or 
������ �
�
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